D M Wayte
The following remarks are not original but are the cumulated advice gathered from histopathologists in various parts of the United Kingdom, in their search to improve the service they give to the clinician. (7 Clin Pathol 1992; 45:1045 -1046 Skin biopsy 1 Always inject a large volume of local anaesthetic into the area to be biopsied. biopsy specimen. 4 Try to select a one-armed pathologist for your advice, thereby preventing the opinion that "on the one hand" it could be this "but on the other hand" it could be that. 5 Do not influence the pathologist in any way.
So do not state (a) age or other patient details, (b) site of origin, (c) clinical history, (d) previous biopsy numbers or results. After all, the pathologist is supposed to "know everything" and "do everything"-and he "is always 10 minutes too late" anyway.
Summary
The above advice cannot hope to be complete and I am sure that your own pathologist will have his own words of wisdom: go and talk to him and increase your knowledge. However, be sure to remember the above points and you will have made an important advance in your quest for quality of diagnosis and clinical care.
Have an enjoyable Christmas and remember that there is no one more skilled than your pathologist at "slicing the bird", so why not invite him for lunch? the young clinician. 
